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Man kills daughter (6) and stabs son (2)

A

26-year old man from Namibia Square in Bloemfontein is behind bars for allegedly killing his six year old daughter
and stabbing his son. The incident
has left the community of Namibia
Square in shock.
According to the Police, on
9 July they were called to a crime
scene in Namibia Square. Upon their
arrival, they saw the lifeless body of
a six year old girl lying in the street.
Next to her was her sibling, a 2-year
old boy who was also stabbed. Fortunately for him, emergency assistance arrived on time and he was
rushed to hospital
for medical attention, where he is
recovering.
According to
the police, the children were found lying in the street by
their teenage aunt
not far from their
father’s shack (on
9 July), after she
went to look for
them. Their grandmother informed
her that their father
had taken them and
had threatened to
kill them.
The man was
found in his shack
trying to commit
suicide and was

arrested. He appeared before the
Bloemfontein Magistrate Court on
10 July facing charges of murder
and attempted murder. The MEC for
Police, Roads and Transport, Sam
Mashinini visited the crime scene
on the same day and used the opportunity to address the community
gathered about domestic violence
and its dangers. He encouraged
them to always report criminal activity to the police.
In photo: The MEC for Police Roads
and Transport, Sam Mashinini at
the cene of the crime.
By Teboho Masakala’

Streets belong to the
residents once more

T

he community of Phase 4 in
Bloemfontein was a community living in terror because of the Maroma gang which
attacked people, went into their
yards and broke their windows for
no reason at all. Now residents are
at peace since most of the gang
members are behind bars, serving
long sentences.
Mangaung Issue reported in
2017 about how the gang was terrorizing the community. In that
article a resident, whose identity
must remain hidden for safety reasons, related how the gang jumped
over her fence in the middle of the
night and broke all her window.
Gang members then left her yard,
leaving her gate wide open. She
said she was terrified and thought
she was going to die that night.
On 5 July, when Mangaung
Issue was in the area, we visited

the same home whose windows
had all been fixed except for one,
which still shows the remains of
the gang’s violence towards the
community.
“We are now living in peace.
We no longer have gangs as most
of them have been arrested and are
serving 18 years and more. We can
now walk in the streets freely,” said
another resident Tumi Mamoga.

In 2017, the police called on the
community to assist them by reporting any known gang members
to the police, so that they could
stop gangsterism in the area. The
partnership has yielded great success and the streets belong to the
residents once more.
In Photo: Residents now have
whole widows and peace as gang
members are behind bars.
By Johnson Qobo

Free State RDP houses take a step up

T

he Free State Department of Public Works, Infrastructure and Human Settlement, working together with the NHBRC (National Home
Builder’s Registration Council) is set
to give RDP houses a facelift with new
and improved RDP’s being built using
new technology. The department will
soon begin introducing the “Innovative
Building Technology” (IBT) houses.
Speaking to Mangaung Issue in
Bloemfontein on 5 July, the MEC for
Public Works, Infrastructure and Human Settlement Tshidi Koloi explained
how the houses are built. “A house only
takes 14 days to build. It’s built using
steel and concrete instead of bricks.
People who build them are qualified and
trained by the NHBRC and it’s not just
anyone who can build it.”
Koloi adds that the houses are safe
and strong as the NHBRC is involved
and ensures that the cement and everything used to build the house is up to
standard, is of high quality and tested.
The house can acclimatise and adjust to
weather conditions. When it’s cold outside it is warm inside and when it’s hot
outside the house is cool inside.
The house uses dry water sanitation
and the toilet doesn’t use water to flush
out waste. It is waterless, using a system
that sucks out human waste. It has a fan

installed that sucks out the smell, taking
it outside the house into a storage container, while urine evaporates.
There is a storage space within the
toilet where human waste is kept, turns
dry and can be emptied after two years.
The dry waste can then also be used as
manure.
“There is a bathtub inside the house
which uses water from a Jojo water tank
outside the house. (The Jojo tank comes
with the house). The water goes into
the bath. Once finished, the bath water
is taken back to the Jojo tank which has
a purification system that cleans the water,” said Koloi.

The house only needs eight qualified people (trained by NHBRC) to build
it. The houses will reduce the housing
backlog as more houses can be built. It
takes 14 days to build, unlike traditional
RDP houses that take many weeks.
“Even where there is no infrastructure we can still build houses. That’s the
beauty of it,” concluded Koloi.
On 3 July MEC Koloi opened a pilot house for Nnuku Afrika, an elderly
woman in Jagersfontein.
In photos: Innovative Building Technology (IBT) house.
By Teboho Masakala

MEC assessing the impact of Educational Devices

T

he Free State Department of
Education MEC Tate Makgoe in
partnership with CLN (ClosedLoop Learner Network) assessed the
“OMANG” devices used by 365 Grade
10 and 11 Vulamasango Secondary
School learners, at an event that took
place at Leslie Monnanyane Hall in
Bloemfontein on 9 July.
School Principal Samson Tshotetsi
said the school received the tablets between October/November 2018 and
these were first given to grade 10 learn-

ers who carried them to grade 11 when
they passed. In 2019 grade 10 learners
were also given the tablets and will also
use them in grade 11 should they pass.
“The device has helped learners
and teachers a lot, as it has a lot of information such as lesson presentations,
past exam papers, videos and wikipedia. Learners don’t only learn while at
school but at home as well as they can
catch up on what they learnt at school,”
said Tshotetsi.
The learners explained and demon-

strated to the MEC how the device has
helped them prepare for tests as they
have video presentations and previous
question papers. This means what is
taught in class doesn’t end in class, as
they can watch videos on how to tackle
certain problems at home because the
tablet also contains digital text books
and websites for them do research on
and homework.
CLN is a virtual private network
that makes digital textbooks and education resources freely available to underprivileged learners and teachers in
public schools through the medium of
tablets.
Free State Education MEC, Tate
Makgoe expressed his excitement about
the project and encouraged learners to
use these gadgets wisely, to embrace
technology and keep the tablets in good
condition.
The tablets have internet, videos,
previous examination question papers
and memorandums of all subjects done
by grade 10’s and 11’s. These tablets are
customised specifically for learners and
come with preloaded educational websites for learners to search for information and encyclopedias.
In photo: Free State Education MEC
Tate Makgoe.
By Teboho Masakala

